YoY°Times 


A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


“The Return of the Yo-Yo” 
to Visit Nashville in Feb. 


The final stop on the itinerary of “The Return of 
the Yo-Yo” traveling museum exhibit is planned 
for Feb. 15 through March 15, 1992, at Bellevue 
Center shopping mall in Nashville, Tenn. 

The exhibit opened almost 2 years ago, on 
March 24, 1989, at Hilltop Mall in Richmond, 
Calif., and has made stops at six Taubman Com- 
pany malls across the country, spending four to six 
weeks at each mall. 

The management of Bellevue Mall is busily 
lining up a variety of entertainers and yo-y oers for 
the several public demonstrations they are plan- 
ning. Details were not yet available as we went to 
press. We hope to publish a complete schedule in 
our next issue. If you live in the Nashville area, be 
sure to check the local newspaper for complete 
details as opening day approaches. 


Next Stop, Denver 

After Bellevue Center, the exhibit is expected to 
receive a new home at the Children’s Museum of 
Denver (Colo.), starting some time next spring. “It 
won’ tbe a permanent exhibit,” museum executive 
director Alby Segall told us. “It will reside in 
storage, and we will put it up once or twice a year 
forsix weeks at a time,” he said. “We have no per- 
manent exhibits.” The exhibit may also travel to 
other children’s museums in the periods of time 
between displays in Denver, he added. We’ Il pub- 
lish the schedule when it’s arranged. 


If This is Your First Issue... 


...and you are not yet a paid subscriber, you’ Il 
notice that we have enclosed an insert inviting you 
to become a regular subscriber. Please note that 
this is the ONLY issue you will receive unless we 
receive your pay ment. 

If you do not wish to become a subscriber, you 
don’t have to do anything. Our computer will 
automatically delete your name from our mailing 
list, and you won’ t hear from us again. If you’ re 
not interested in yo-yoing, just ignore the invita- 
tion. (On the other hand, if you’ re not interested 
in yo-yoing, why did you request a free sample 
copy? Just thought we’d ask. Of course, we also 
realize that you may have had a passing interest in 
yo-yoing, and perhaps y our interest has changed. 
That's okay, too.) 

We mention this because we recently had a 
newsletter retumed to us with the words “CAN- 
CEL OUR SUBSCRIPTION” written across the 
face of the invitation. Amazing but true! It’s dif- 
ficult to cancel a subscription that does not exist! 

We also received another copy back from a 
potential reader in Germany who spent a con- 
siderable amount on postage tosend both the issue 
and an enclosed letter, in which he writes, “After 
I got it {the issue], I had to realize that I don’t un- 


derstand English as well as necessary.” He added, 
“] have to tell you that I had a lot of fun with the 
few words that I understood.” 

If you donot wish tosubscribe, you can just keep 
this free issue, and that’s that. No one is twisting 
youramn to subscribe. It’s up toyou. If youchange 
your mind later and want to subscribe, just sendin 
your payment, and we’ ll add you to the list. Back 
issues are available if you'd like to complete your 
collection (see ad on p. 7). 

If you do want to become a subscriber, please 
send in your payment quickly so that you don’t 
miss a single issue! We appreciate y our interest. 


Time to Re-Tire? 


by Mark Kersey 


You might be interested in my recent experien- 
ces filming a commercial for Canadian Tire. 

The idea behind it was to use a yo-yo to 
demonstrate the fluctuating prices of tires. Soon 
after the yo-yo comes into the shot, a hand reaches 
up to try to grab it, but the tire goes up—up the 
String, and up in price. 

It took nine hours to shoot the spot because 
someone sprayed Armor-all on the yo-yo to make 
it look shiny for the last shot, but some got on the 
brass axle and the yo-yo wouldn’t perform at all. 
Throwing the oversized yo-yo, which had a 1/2 
inch brass axle, was like throwing a pineapple. 

We had to call the guy who built the yo-yo to 
come into Toronto and refit the axles. Mostyo-yos 
respond best when there is a bit of tension on the 
string. It took me almost an hour into shooting to 
discover that the more you unwound the string, the 
better the yo-yo would work. 

No, I’m not about to “re-tire” from yo-yoing! 
We've had quite a bit of yo-yo action up here in 
Canada. 

I recently trained a group of about 30 volunteers 
in the basics of yo-yoing for the annual “Milk Fes- 
tival” held at the Harborfront Complex on Lake 
Ontario, the second year [ve done this. 

Each day at the festival I would do a one-hour 
demonstration of yo-yoing, and the volunteers 
would be there from moming to night with a large 
supply of Canada Games Pro Yo-Yos that anyone 
could play with. It was a great success. 

I still show up occasionally in a Canada Games 
yo-yo commercial that I shot about a year and a 
half ago. You can’t tell its me, but I’m in there 
doing a few of the simpler tricks. 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: Among his many interests, 
Mark is also a song wniter and performer. For ex- 
ample, this fall he filmed a Kentucky Fried Chick- 
en TV commercial wearing a pink tuxedo, playing 
the piano and singing all about honey-barbequed 
wings. He says he has people walking up to him 
all over who've seen him on the tube. His first 
album, “Scribbles,” a tape of children’s songs, 
came out in 1989. It contains a number of his 
original songs, including “The Yo-Yo Man.” His 
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YO-YO PRO and musician Mark Kersey 
awaits instruction from the director during the 
filming of a commercial for Canadian Tire. 


new album, “Great Balls of Fun,” came out this 
November It contains 15 children’s songs, but no 
yo-yosongs. You can order eitheralbum from him 
for $8.50 plus $1.50 shipping and handling in U.S. 
funds, at 139 Chatham Ave., Toronto, Ontario M4J 
1K8, Canada; 416/466-0749. For both cassettes, 
send $15 +$2 S&H] 


How Fast Does a Yo-Yo 
Spin? 


If you’ve ever wondered how fast a yo-yo spins, 
that question was answered at the Califomia com- 
petition in Chico in October. Leonard Fallscheer, 
a professor at California State University, Chico, 
brought along a digital tachometer. This is a 
device that measures the speed that an item is 
rotating, and is used for tasks such as calculating 
the rotational motion of machine tools. 

With Dale Oliver doing the throwing, Professor 
Fallscheer determined that a standard wooden yo- 
yO spins at about 7,600 revolutions per minute 
(tpm’s), a Playmaxx Pro-Yo with a brass axle at 
11,900 rpm’s and a ball-bearing Tom Kuhn SB-2 
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at 12,600 rpm’s. Fallscheer mentioned that in 
Several tests prior to the actual public demonstra- 
tion, he measured rpm’s of 14,000 with the SB-2. 

Just to put that speed in perspective, Bill Alton 
did some calculations in the “Noble Disk” 
newsletter he writes (Spring 1991 issue) and 
determined that the rim of a yo-yo spinning at 
8,000 rpm’s travels at slightly under 60 miles per 
hour 

That means that if you could reduce resistance 
to zero and throw an SB-2 yo-yo at 8,000 rpm’s, 
then touch the yo-yo to the ground and send it 
Scurrying across the floor in “Dragster” or 
“Runaway Dog” style, and it continued to spin for 
a full minute, it would travel a full mile before 
coming to a halt! 

Of course, the forces of friction immediately 
come into play as soon as the yo-yo hits the floor, 
so runs of more than 40 or 50 feet are nearly im- 
possible. Still, it’s fun to think that anything so 
smal] could travel so far, so fast. 


PROFILE 


Dale Oliver 


by Chris Cook 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: This month’s profile is ina 
different format and was submitted by one of our 
readers, Chris Cook is the 1991 Washington State 
Yo-Yo Champ.] 

CHRIS COOK: Dale, tell us how you got your 
start in yo-yoing. 

DALE OLIVER: I was from Kansas City, Mo. 
When I was 12, I started getting into yo-yo con- 
tests. That was Bamey Akers’ territory. That was 
about 1952. I’d follow him. A fellow named 
Wayne Lundberg was his promotion man— his 
next-in-line. They’d come back every year, so 
when I was 15 I walked into a yo-yo contest and 
was just horsing around before the contest when 
Wayne came over to me and said, “Would you 
rather do that for money instead of prizes?” I said, 
“Sure!” So, when I was 15, they stuck me in dime 
stores, demonstrating. They came back again 
when I was 16. 

CC: Soyou were a Duncan demonstrator at age 
15? 

DO: Yes, part-time. When they left town again 
when I was 16, Bamey told me, “Anytime you 
want a job full-time, let me know.” Soa year later, 
when I was 17, I opted to go full-time for them. I 
traveled for Bamey until 1960, when they changed 
the company structure, and it went from the old 
crew system into everything being operated 
directly out of the office, and they went into the 
high-powered TV promotions. 

CC: So, before the structure change, were you 
Duncan’s youngest demonstrator? 

DO: No. Well, maybe I was. Traditionally, the 
crew chiefs would have young people working for 
them, like Gene Mauk, who went to England with 
Duncan when he was 14. 

CC: Why is it that what is claimed as the only 
“world championship” yo-yo contest was held in 
England in 1932, yet you don’t hear too much of 
any thing else about England being a yo-yo hub? 

DO: Because Duncan ran a promotion there that 
they called the “World Yo-Yo Championships.” 
Actually, the truth of that is that Marks had the 
name “yo-yo” sewed up in England, so they went 
in with the Cheerio name because it was Cheerio 
“Return Tops.” But they were Duncan 
demonstrators, and it was actually a Duncan 
promotion. So, they billed it as a “world” cham- 
pionship. I think they had a few demonstrators 
there from different countries, but as faras it being 


DALE OLIVER (left) congratulates Chris 
Cook, the author of this profile, on his victory 
in the Washington State Yo-Yo Champion- 


a true world championship, the only players there 
who were really proficient enough to be in sucha 
competition were the Duncan demonstrators in- 
volved in the promotion. 

CC: Has there ever been any thing in this country 
that has come close to that? 

DO, Nationals. They were amateurcontests held 
at Disneyland back in the early 1960s. The kids at 


worked six days a week, and worked fairly long 
hours, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. In 1958 and 1959 I was 
making $65 a week. In 1960, it went to $90, then 
$150. By 1961 I was making $12,000 to $15,000 
ayear 

CC: Good money in those days. 

DO: Oh, yeah, it was good money. That hap- 
pened when they started promoting on TV. 

CC: When was it that you set the record for the 
longest spinner. 

DO: My first one was in 1976, for 45 seconds. 
The second was, I think, 1979, and that was 51 
seconds. 

CC: You were affiliated with Don Duncan Jr. by 
then? 

DO: Yes. 

CC: Those records were set with a modified Pro- 
Yo? 

DO: The 1976 record was with a modified but- 
terfly. You’ ll enjoy this story. You’ re heard of the 
left-handed monkey wrench? Bamey Akers told 
me—I was, I think, 18 or 19 at the time—to do 
“Around the Comer” and catch the yo-yo as it 
came over my arm instead of letting it go down 
and come back up. So, I went home and tried it for 
a couple of days. Couldn’t DO it. So, the next time 
I saw Bamey, I said, “Bamey, show me how you 
do that. I can’t get it!” And he just busted a gut 
laughing at me. He said, “I was just kidding you. 
It’s impossible! You CAN'T do it!” Wrong thing 
to say to me! So, I proceeded to learn how to do 
it. And soI CAN doit! 

CC: You’ve mentioned that you were the one 
who invented the “Roller Coaster” and “Atomic 
Bomb.” 

DO: Yes, although the “Atomic Bomb” was a 
joint venture between Kenny Filary and me in 
1959. 

CC: Do you still invent new tricks ortry out new 

ings? 


that level were doing two-handed freestyle play- 
ing. 

CC: Can you tell us about a couple of 
memorable moments from being on the road— 
that we can print!? 

DO: Well, in Wichita, Kans., they threw me in 
jail for running a meeting on public property. 
(Laughs.) The story behind that was that back in 
the old crew days, what we would dowas — before 
school and during recess —we would be around 
the schools. And so we’d walk out onto the 
playground playing with our yo-yos. Of course the 
kids would just congregate around us. We’d doa 
few quick tricks, then tell them, “We’re going to 
be overat Joe’s Candy Store afterschool, and you 
can come over there and get free yo-yo lessons, 
and we’ll carve your yo-yo for free, and so on. 
We’ ve got to go, now. Good-bye!” We knew good 
and well that the instant a teacher or principal saw 
somebody walk onto the playground, they’d hit 
the telephone and call the police. So the Wichita 
police got tired of playing this game of cat and 
mouse, and they walked up while I was running a 
yo-yo contest and said, “Okay, let’s go.” They 
took me downtown and the judge, who was very 
understanding, said, “We're tired of playing cat 
and mouse with you, and so this is what's going 
to happen. Schools call because you’re on the 
playground, but by the time we get there, you’ re 
gone. So whenever we CATCH you on public 
property, we’re going to arrest you. And every 
time the fine is going to be MORE!” So we spent 
the rest of our time in Wichita making sure we 
stayed on PRIVATE property ALL the time! 

It was really quite difficult in the early days. I 
was 17 years old, married and hada child. Travel- 
ing on the road, I started out at $55 a week. That 
was 1957. So it was kind of a difficult life, and we 
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DO: Yes, I haven’t stopped leaming. I showed 
my colleagues the beginnings of a new trick just 
this moming. It’s a two-handed multiple trick. I 
can do each hand individually. I’ve just got to get 
them together 

CC: I was impressed to see you do “The 
Matador” during this moming’s demonstration. 
Dan Volk showed me that one, and I’ve neverseen 
anyone else do it. 

DO: It’s a difficult trick. It's Charlie Cerrano’s 
trick. He did itbetter than anybody. I don’t remem- 
ber seeing anybody else do it, come to think of it 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: To do “The Matador,” throw 
“Loop the Loop” with one hand in the normal way, 
and throw a second “Loop the Loop” BEHIND 
your back, at right angles to the front-side loop- 
ing. Move your body with a fluid motion as if you 
were flashing a cape at a charging bull.] 

Basically, what I try to do is leam anything that 
I’ve ever seen. And I can do just about anything 
I’ve everseen. And, then I go from thereand build 
on it. 

CC: What do you think of Tom Smothers’ in- 
fluence on yo-yoing? 

DO: He’s done the yo-yo a wonderful world of 
good, and I really appreciate Tom. I appreciate his 
philosophy of yo-yoing because it goes along so 
well with mine. I really get kind of uptight with 
these people who go out with the major purpose 
of just selling yo-yos but who don’t care whether 
the kids learn how to yo-yo or not. And I DO. Of 
course, I’m from the school of believing that if you 
teach kids how to yo-yo, the yo-yo sales will take 
care of themselves because there’s no better yo-yo 
salesman in the world than a kid who knows how 
toyo-yo. ; 

CC; You are one of the first demonstrators to put 
out an instructional video (1985). What do you 


. 


think of the advantages and disadvantages of 
videotape as compared with the influence of alive 
yo-yo man? 

DO: I designed my first video to replace the yo- 
yo man. Each one of those tricks is taken apart, 
and I teach one part, then the other part, and then 
put it all together. 

CC; But, would a video of Bamey Akers have 
had the same impact on you at age 10 as Barney 
Akers in the flesh taking the time with you and 
talking with you and relating to you? 

DO. Okay, what you’re talking about there is 
something that reaches out and grabs your atten- 
tion. So there’s a personal charisma involved. 
Now, that stimulates interest, but it doesn’ t neces- 
sarily teach. 

CC: In your case it did! 

DO: Yes. I got into the yo-yo contests and I 
leamed that way. Then, when I started as a young 
man to travel with a crew, I was living, breathing, 
eating and sleeping yo-yos. Because here’s a 
bunch of kids 17, 18, 19 years old who were ina 
strange town for two months. They don’t know 
any body but each other So, after they get through 
yo-yoing all day, what do they do at night? They 
sit around and compete with each other Iwas mar- 
tied, so basically the rest of the crew was at my 
apartment. We were competing with each other, 
trying to invent new tricks. I lived that way for 
three years. So, for three very intense years, I did 
nothing but yo-yo. As long as that old crew sys- 
tem was in effect, I did that. 

CC, Jumping ahead to the present age and the 
future, it sounds as if your yo-yo program in the 
schools with Play maxx is really taking off. 

DO. Well, you heard the interest from some of 
those phys.ed. teachers. If I can get the recreation 
department to set up state-wide yo-yo contests 
every summer, then the PE. teachers have a thing 
to tell the kids: “Okay, we’re going to teach you 
how to yo-yo off the video.” Thea, you take that, 
and go enter the contest —and the thing will build! 


Professor Yo-Yo Says... 


Warning! Beware of 
Extinction 


Why dowe publish “Yo-Yo Times”? Bill Alton, 
the publisher of the world’s only other yo-yo 
newsletter, “Noble Disk,” answered this question 
so well in regards to his own newsletter that we 
can’ tdoany betterthan to quote him directly. Here 
goes: 

“I am a good yo-yo thrower, not great (Bill 
writes), and I do know that there must be many 
better than me out there, but I can’t find them; not 
in New England anyway. 

“Mind you, now, that writing a newsletter 
about yo-yos gives me a great advantage in the 
search for yo-yo friends. If I am having this much 
trouble meeting yo-yo people with the tremendous 
advantage which I have, it must be nearly impos- 
sible for most of you readers, and meeting other 
yo-yo throwers is indeed the best way to leam. 

“In other parts of the country it may be likely 
that a neophyte yo-yo thrower will find high 
quality yo-yo throwers to learn from, but here in 
New England I may well have been very lucky to 
have gotten as good of a start as I did. 

“It is possible that those rare birds who are just 
now starting to learn the yo-yo may well go 
several years without meeting another such bird. 

“Asa rule of biology: Any bird which is so rare 
that it cannot find other birds of its type is doomed 
to extinction. 

“Don’t become extinct, use the mailbox sec- 


tion, and may the force be with you.” (“Noble 
Disk,” 124 Cabot St., Portsmouth, NH, 03801.) 


CONTEST NEWS 


@ It was a windy day in Chico, Calif., on Oct. 
19, but the wind didn’t stop the 60 or so contest- 
ants in the annual Califomia Yo-Yo Champion- 
ships from giving it their best shot at the title. For 
the second year in a row, top honors went home 
with 17-year-old Mark Sitton, who won the 
Championship level competition. He received his 
award from chief judge Dennis McBride, the 1956 
Califomia state champion. Competition at the 
Championship level was so tight that the top win- 
ners were not decided until after several rounds of 
yo-offs. Final contest results: 

Championship Division (open): (1) Mark Sit- 
ton, Chico; (2) Ryan Carver, Durham; (3) Paul 
Buethe, Stockton; (4) Robert Litton, Walnut 
Creek; (5) Ben Zerkin, West Los Angeles, 

Advanced Division, age 11 and under: (1) Scott 
Jungling, Chico; (2) Malcom Pullinger, Walnut 
Creek; (3) Derek Spainhower, Chico. 

Advanced Division, ages 12-20: (1) David Mor- 
rison, Chico, (2) Ben Nye, Chico; (3) Zac Hobbs, 
Chico. 

Advanced Division, ages 21 and older: (1) Steve 
Smith, Chico, (2) Charles Short, Cheyanne, Wyo.; 
(3) Bob Hammond, Redding. 

Beginner Division, ages 11 and under: (1) Scott 
Jungling, Chico; (2) Derek Spainhower, Chico; 
(3) Niko Villars, Chico. 

Beginner Division, ages 12-20: (1) Chris Dil- 
beck, Chico; (2) Zac Hobbs, Chico; (3) Max 
Perez, Chico. 

Beginner Division, ages 21 and older: (1) Max 
Hanavan, Berkeley, (2) John Fox, San Jose; (3) Jill 
Circo, Chico. 

Head judge Dennis McBride, Dale Oliver of 
Seattle, Dale Myrberg of Salt Lake City and Tom 
Kuhn of San Francisco, performed yo-yo 
demonstrations between contests. Don Duncan of 
Playmaxx was also on hand. 

Contest sponsor was the Chico Area Recreation 
and Park District, with support from Bird in Hand, 
Playmaxx, Oldies 101, Calistoga Juices, 
Enterprise-Record and KHSL Channel 12. 

e Rick White came in first place in the Begin- 
ners Division "Yo-Yo Tricks and Techniques" 
contest sponsored by the Spokane (Wash.) Parks 
and Recreation Department and Hummingbird 
Toy Co. The Advanced Division contest winner 
was ‘Tyler Radkey. The contest was the culmina- 
tion of a class taught by Chris Cook. 

@ Results of the Washington State Yo-Yo Cham- 
pionships, held at the Seattle Center on Sept. 21, 
are as follows. Novice Youth Division: gold, 
Grant Brataas; silver, Mellisa Dahlbeck, bronze, 
Evan Marx. Advanced Teen Division: gold, J.C. 
Dahibeck; silver, Mike Olson; bronze, Matt 
Evans. Grand Champion Division: gold, Chris 
Cook; silver, Roger Nachmann; bronze, Mark 
Brataas. 

e Look for yo-yo championships in at least five 
States next year, yo-yo pro Dale Oliver reports. He 
writes: “I’ve got five cities starting the school 
program [with Play maxx] this fall — Denver, Lin- 
coln, Neb.; Chicago; Detroit, and Boston.” Dale 
also wnites: “I’m still planning the international 
competition in Montreal next July during the In- 
temational Jugglers Association convention.” 
We'll keep you posted. 

@ Bill Alton, editor and publisher of “Noble 
Disk,” a newsletter for yo-yoers in the New 
England area, announces that he is planning to 
hold “The First New England Yolympics” on 
March 21, 1992, in Portsmouth, N.H. The com- 


petition will go beyond a simple list of yo-yo 
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Gallery of String Tricks” 


CHRISTMAS EDITION! 


Red & Green clutches 
Gold springs/bearings 
Clear Yomega 

Santa decal on box 


Price: $11.95 
S/H: 2.50 


Visa or Mastercard accepted 
for orders over $20.00 


(800) 338-8796 or 
Send Check or Money Order to: 


YOMEGA CORP. - CE 
1058 Pleasant St. 
P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02723-0402 


HUMMINGBIRD 


CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
Hummingbird will custom manufacture 
conpas'e rth 14d mt en parts, be premium items, etc. 


manufacturing capabilities including: 
0 Millwork 
o Turnings 
0 Finishing 
Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
Arcade, NY 14009 FAX: 716-492-4375 


New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 


60 minutes. Classic side-mount and 
uper-advanced combinations ou'll love! 

Still waleble: “String Tricks, Vol. 1,” “Gallery of Two- 
Handed Tricks” and “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video.” $25 each. 
Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride model tt ant YoYowith each tape. 

Add $2.50 S&H per orde: 
Send your check today tc 


Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 
tricks. Bill is already planning some interesting 
yo-yo games. Examples: “Dragster” races; length 
of spin time; “yo-yo hockey”; smashing vitamin 
pills with a thrown yo-yo in the fastest time; 100- 
yard-dash while yo-yoing; and others. Rules for 
all the events will be in the Winter issue of “Noble 
Disk.” If you have an idea for a game, we’ re sure 

he’d like to hear from you. 

Everyone from anywhere is invited to attend. 
Pre-registration is requested but not mandatory. 
You can also call 603/436-4979 between 5 and 6 


—Vol 2 


Use these fun calling cerde to promote your business, 
Organization, social event, or yourself! 


Ad-Yo's offer a full 134° circle of advertising 


space while creating fun and challenge! \\ 
+ White, high-impact piastic ed 

* Attached string Ne. 

* Your logo hot stemped on che 


vinyl colored discs. 


Choose trom a variety of colors. Call tor details! 


(602) 623-8981 


p.m. EST to register. 

@ If you'd like to receive “Noble Disk,” drop a 
line to Bill Alton, Editor, “Noble Disk,” 124 Cabot 
St, Portsmouth, NH 03801. Serious adults only. 
Bill asks for a dollar per issue if you live outside 
the New England area. By the way, for the next 
couple of months Bill is engaged in a consulting 
job down here in Virginia. So he may not be able 
to getyourissues of “Noble Disk” toyou ina time- 
ly fashion until he gets back home. Be patient. 

If you have a computer and a modem, you can 
receive copies of “Noble Disk” for free on-line 
from most of the major bulletin boards as share- 
ware. Look for files named “ndv1il.txt,” 
“ndvli2.txt,” ... “ndv2i3.txt” (the most recent 
issue). 

The newsletter is also available on a floppy disk 
directly from the publisher. 


YO BRIEFS 


@ Copies of the video and professionally taken 
photographs from the Northeast Regional Yo-Yo 
Meet in June are available from the photographer, 
Bob Wetherby, Main St., Richford, VT 05478, 
802/848-3062. Cost: Video, $10; 3 1/2.x 5 photos, 
$2; 5.x 7 photos, $4.50; and 8 x 10 photos, $7.50. 

@ One of the neatest guys we’ ve evermet is Rick 
Davis, who bills himself as the “Master of Use- 
lessness.” His nifty presentation is entitled, “To- 
tally Useless Skills.” He teaches his audiences 
things like how to make the best paper airplane, 
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read palms, hang spoons off your face, make 
mouth sounds, perform hand gymnastics, clap one 
hand, stretch your arm and fingers and a whole 
bunch of other stuff that every kid should know. 
We met Rick at the New England Vaudeville Fes- 
tival this past summer. He told us that in his travels 
he once met Michu, the world’s smallest man, who 
toid him that “yo!” in Hungarian (Michu grew up 
in Hungary) means, “very good, fantastic!” Rick’s 
new book, “Totally Useless Skills: 101 Great Pas- 
times of Practically No Redeeming Value" hasjust 
been published by Perigee Books ($6.95 at your 
local bookstore). If you'd like to learn some other 
totally useless skills, write to Rick Davis, Master 
of Uselessness, 20 Richmond St, Dover, NH 
03820. 

e If you make a practice of stealing lines from 
other performers (go on, ‘fess up, we all do it), 
here’s a couple we liked that we heard at the New 
England Vaudeville Festival in Gardiner, Maine, 
this past summer. Juggler Michael Menes, “The 
Thinking Man’s Juggler,” was having problems 
with a particularly difficult trick (actually, we 
think his “problems” were part of the act, to un- 
derscore just how difficult the trick is). He tumed 
to the audience and commented, “Are you sure 
you want to see this trick?” Comedy juggler 
Bobarino Gravittini (a stage name, of course) in- 
troduced his own act in circus-barker style with 
these words: “Never before seen at this time or this 
place...” 

e Randy Brown, “The Professional Texan,” who 
used to coordinate Duncan campaigns in the 
Chicago area in the 1950s and 1960s, wrote to tell 
us that he performed four shows of yo-yoing and 
paddieballs for the St. Charles, Ill., annual 
Scarecrow Festival, October 12-13. Randy and his 
wife Helen live in Park Forest, Il. 


YO TIPS 


Store Those Yo-Yos 


by Sam Rogers 


You can store yo-yos with a diameter of up to 2 
1/4” using the plastic rings that come with six- 
packs of small juice cans (e.g., V-8, Tree Top or 
Tree Sweet). For yo-yas up to 3” in diameter, use 
the plastic rings from largersix -packs (suchas soft 
drink cans). 

You can hang the rings on the wall, orstore them 
in boxes with foam between different layers. You 
can even hang them on your belt for competitions 
when you need different yo-yos for different 
tricks. 

They provide the most convenient form of 
storage I know. 

By the way, be sure you recycle the cans you use 
when acquiring the plastic rings. 


SMOTHERS BROTHERS | 


Tour Schedule 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers. Please check your local 
listings for further information. 

Dec. 6, Rialto Square Theater, Joliet, IHlinois. 

Dec. 8, Rheem Theater, Moraga, Calif. 

Jan. 25, Minnesota Orchestra, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Feb. 13-16, Riverside Hotel and Casino, Laugh- 
lin, Nev. 

Mar. 9, Jupiter Theater, Jupiter, Fla. 

April 16-20, Golden Nuggett, Las Vegas, Nev. 

July 3-5, Harrah’s, Reno, Nev. 

July 30-Aug. 10, Golden Nuggett, Las Vegas, 
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TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We'll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven’ t overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter. 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 


If your trick is used in the book, you'll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means that you are giving us permission 
to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


“Lassie, Come Home (Impromptu 
Version)” 

We ran “Lassie, Come Home” many issues ago. 
Here it is again: 

Remove the string from the yo-yo, then wind up 
the yo-yo on the string WITHOUT THESTRING 
FASTENED TO THE AXLE. Throw a forward 
pass. The yo-yo will continue straight out away 
from you afterit leaves the end of the string. When 
it hits the floor, it will continue its forward motion 
for a few seconds, then its reverse spin will over- 
come the forward momentum and—if all goes 
well—the yo-yo will begin rolling backward 
across the floor, directly into your awaiting hand. 

While the yo-yois at its farthest point from you, 
give a dog whistle and shout, “Here, Lassie!” If 
you doit correctly, it will look like you have called 
your doggie home. 

The unfortunate problem with this trick is that it 
requires either that you remove the string or that 
you perform the trick immediately after the string 
breaks but before putting on a new string. 

An easier way, but one that will require some 
practice to get the timing down correctly: 

Using a normally wound-up yo-yo, remove the 
slipknot from your finger. Pinch the loop-end of 
the string between your thumb and forefinger. (Al- 
tematively, you could try pinching the loop be- 
tween your middle and ring fingers.) Throw the 
yo-yo out as if you are doing a forward pass. As 
the yo-yo reaches the end of the string, let go of 
its string and let the yo-yo sail out in front of you. 
If all goes well, the yo-yo should wind up in the 
airorshortly after touching the ground, then begin 
its backward roll, retuming to your hand, as 
described above. 


“The Cyclone” 
Taro Yamashita, The Master of Yo 


Providence, R.I. 
1. Throw a “Sidewinder.” This is the same as a 


« 


“Sleeping Beauty,” except you do not use your left 
hand to grab hold of the string. 

2. Quickly jerk the yo-yo straight up and over 
your right hand. Now, you are basically doing an 
upside-down “Sidewinder.” 

3. Let the yo-yo fall (still flat and making the 
String spin around it) until it’s level with your 
hand. Then bring it in. 

4. If you’ re a whiz, let the yo-yo fall again in- 
stead of bringing it in so that it’s doing the 
“Sidewinder” again. Repeat the up and down mo- 
tion, bringing the yo-yo back to your hand when 
you’ re ready to end the trick. 

5. This trick doesn’ t alter the string tension over- 
all, although it tightens and then loosens it during 
the trick itself. 

The “Cyclone” effect is seen in the string 
making a pattern like a cylinder and making noise 
in the air 
“Man Over the Planet” 

Francisco Sorto 
Alexandria, Va. 

Throw two “Lunar Loops” (inside “Loop the 

Loops”), followed by one “Planet Hop” (“Hop the 


Fence”). 


“Walk the Dragon” 

This is a kid trick, which can be performed by 
evena beginner It is nothing more than a trick that 
has sometimes been called “Drag the Dead Dog,” 
a name we dislike and refuse to use. (It’s one of 
our prejudices. We refuse to call any trick by a 
name that sounds cruel or dangerous, such as 
“Spank the Baby,” “Skin the Cat” or “Shoot the 
Gun.” Instead, we make up a more benevolent 
name, such as “Burp the Baby” (see below), “The 
Tidal Wave” (the name given to “Skin the Cat” in 
the most recent Duncan trick book) and “The 
Jumping Yo-Yo.”) 

The name, “Walk the Dragon,” is much more 
fun and goes over better with kids. 

The way to “teach” the trick is not to 
demonstrate it, instead, wait until a beginner at- 
tempts to do “Walk the Dog” and fails. Turn the 
“failure” into a success for the child by exclaim- 
ing, “Hey, you just did ‘Walk the Dragon’ !” The 
child will invariably smile. You then explain, 
“You know why it’s called ‘Walk the Dragon’? 
Because the yo-yo is ‘draggin’ !’ 


“Burp the Baby” 

This is a new name for an old trick, “Spank the 
Baby.” Do “Rock the Baby.” Instead of bringing 
the yo-yo directly back toyour hand, UNMAKE 
the cradle and lower the yo-yo toward the floor 
while it is still spinning. Announce the name of 
the trick, “Burp the Baby!” Then, slap the back of 
your yo-yo hand lightly with your free hand, and 
followed quickly by the sound of a burp. The slap 
will retum the yo-yo to your hand. The louder the 
sound of your burp, the funnier your trick will be. 
With children, that is. Grown-ups tend not to 
tespond with a laugh. No sense of humor. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and 
Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc, Please include your phone num- 
ber withall letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
toyou if we have questions. We will not print your 
address unless you ask us to. 


A Big Thank-You 
Just a quick note to publicly thank one of your 


advertisers for his help recently. 

Brad Countyman of Hummingbird answered 
my request for some brightly colored yo-yos im- 
mediately. I was doing a TV commercial, and the 
agency wanted bright colors. I called Brad, anda 
couple days later, I had them. 

I couldn’t give Brad and Hummingbird any 
credit in the commercial, but I can thank him 
publicly. He is a nice person, and I hope some day 
I can repay the favor 

Thanks, Brad! 

Bob Rule, “Mr. Yo-Yo” 
Lawrenceville, Georgia 


A Call for Help 

[EDITOR’S NOTE: We received this letter, 
handwritten in broken English (we’ve cleaned it 
up some, and think we have deciphered the ad- 
dress correctly; it’s hard foran American to read), 
froma family in Yugoslavia. We share it with you, 
and thought that if you might like to help them out, 
perhaps send them a yo-yo or two for the children 
to play with, orwhatever We cannot vouch for the 
accuracy of the plea in the letter, but instead will 
leave it up to our readers to decide what, if any- 
thing, they wish todotohelp out. Let us know how 
things turn out} 

The family Rosenstein from Slovenia, Yugos- 
lavia, with three girls, Sabina, Nina and Natasa, is 
looking for minimal money assist. The family is 
in a vety bad financial situation. For that reason 
we are asking forhelp. The first child is going into 
7th grade, the second child in 2nd grade and the 
third in kindergarten. Any help you can send 
would be gratefully received. Thanks foryour un- 
derstanding and help. 

Rosenstein Family Philemkg 
Charinibor Arg 7 

61000 Ljubejana 

Slovenia, Jugoslavia 


Born-again Yo-Yologist 

1am a bom-again “yo-yologist.” I work for Don 
Duncan Jr. of Playmaxx in Tucson, Ariz. in the all- 
new instructional program with the schools in 
Arizona, promoting instructional demonstrations, 
clinics and assemblies, and phys. ed. classes of yo- 
yoing, for developing eye/hand coordination. 

I’ manex-Olympic swimmer and teacher of spe- 
cial education K-12 P.E. kids and also of secon- 
dary biology. 

I enjoy your newsletter. Keep up the good work. 

1LT Sammie J.B. Miller 
Sierra Vista, Ariz. 


A Few Ideas 

How about a “Yo-Yo Times” subscription con- 
test? Maybe even a yo-yo naming contest, or just 
a give-away yo-yo free with every subscription? 
(Well, I tried!) How about a binder cover so we 
can store all our “Yo-Yo Times” safely? 

Keep up the good work. 

Rich Ziminsky 
Brighton, Mich. 

[Rich, you’ve come up with some interesting 
ideas. We particularly like the subscription contest 
concept. Got any ideas on how we could run it? 
We've thought of the binder cover idea, but at the 
present time we’ ve found it would cost more than 
we can afford. Any good binder from a local 
Stationery store should do the job nicely. Punch 
three holes in the newsletters and pop them into 
the binder. We do it, and it works just fine.] 


Hot Wheels 

I picked up a Duncan Hot Wheels Yo-Yo in a 
Venture department store when I was in St. Louis. 
It played better than I expected for the two bucks 
it cost, and it is a nice novelty yo-yo complement 


The 
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Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today! 
Your $8 first-year’s Tht 
membership brings you: 
A photograph of Tom and Dick SM T 
Smothers, an official Fan Club member- L 
ship card, a full-color poster of the Yo-Yo 4 
Man ah action, the SmoBro Newsletter. a H 
“Just Say YO!" pempee stocker, two \ 
Smothers Brothers. hes. a biogral hy \ 
of the brothers, a sithouetie sticker of the ‘ 
brothers and a ‘listing of their concert sp- BROTHERS 
sag SP FAN CLUB 
Send your check or 
money order today to: ia . song en oni 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscnbers 
"It’s Yo-Yo Time!" 


The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to. 
Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of ‘0-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 
(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add 
$1.00; other forcign, add $2.) 
Please allow 3 weeks for 
delivery in the U.S., and at 
least 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included . . . 


Send your check today to: 
“It's Yo-Yo Time!” 

Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


Satisfaction guaranteed 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
PATRONIZE OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “Yb-Y%) Times” are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 24, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 44 
and 4-5.. If an issue is out of stock, we will send 
you a photocopy of the issue, unless you specify 
otherwise. Send $2 for each copy ordered. 
(Postpaid to the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For 
other foreign orders, add $1 for postage and han- 
dling per issue, except for #2-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 
and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 


P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


to my collection. 

I don’t know if you’ve mentioned this particular 
yo-yo in past issues. If not, you may want to tell 
readers to keep an eye out for them. I think they 
come in four different styles. 

Ted Eckel 
Louisville, Kent. 
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HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 
World's Finest Hardwoods 
Sold In Galleries 
High Performance 
2 Unique Shapes \ 
Enhance Grain, Feel Great! A 
7 Indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
y Yo-yo Bag $5, Pkg. 5 Strings $1.00 
A ) B Specify Wood Type and Shape (A or B) 
Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 
WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 


1187 Coast Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 93108 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


Light Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Middle: Paduak, Maple, Imbuyia, Zebrano, Cherry, 
Oak, Satinwood, Rosewood 


SLO-YO.. 
Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Give one for Christmas 
‘Vy Send for your free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
$508 montview 
austin, tt 78756 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK 69.95 
- A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 
illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
"¥& / Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306, 
Dept. Y 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
words in capital letters unless you specify dif- 
ferently. 

Yo-% ‘Times assumes no responsibility or 
liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

FOR SALE: 1962 Duncan trick book. Shows 
tricks for yo-yos, tops and handball. Front 
cover shows the Duncan yoer doing all 3. 24 
pages, in color. Measures 5X7", looks like a 
small comic book. Mint condition. $10 each 
or 3 for $21. Dukes of Hazard, General Lee 
yo-yos, $13 for 1, or all 4 different wheel pat- 
terns, 4 for $42; mint cond. Avon yo-yo, one 
side pink, other side purple, wood, very good 
cond. $14. Festival golf ball, ex.cond., $18. 
Festival baseball, ex.cond., $18. Mickey 
Mouse, sticker of Mickey yoing, wood natural, 
2”, v.g.cond., $60. Donald Duck, sticker 
w/Donald’s face, wood, orange, sticker 
shows some wear, $30. Duncan tournament 
It. blue w/white stripe, wood, in pkg; says 
“Kiddy Toys, 59 cents," yo-yo mint cond., pkg. 
not so good. Also same green w/white stripe, 
$25 each. Fly Back, blue one side, red other 
side, wood, v.g.cond., 2”, $18. “Champion 


Style 55” blue one side, red other, 1 3/4”, 
g.cond., $15. Duncan butterfly, old style, opa- 
que, 3 different ones, in packages, green 
wired sides, white w/red sides, yellow w/red 
sides, $13 each or $33 for all 3; also yellow 
wiwhite one side, other side white w/red, 
older style, no pkg. g.cond., $15. Carls Jr., 
yellow w/red lettering, exc.cond., plastic, $15. 
Disney “Blast to the Past,” v.g.cond., blue, 
$15. Ronald McDonald, yellow w/Ronald 
standing on both sides, cond. not so good on 
one side, $8. Duncan Tournament yo-yo, 
plastic, med.green, v.g. (nice color of green), 
$15. Duncan Professional old style 
w/diamond, white w/blue sides, v.g.cond., 
$13. Superman (hero set, hologram styles), 
v.g.cond., nice, $25. All prices include 
postage & handling. | like to trade. | collect 
Vernors Ginger Ale and Helms Bakery items, 
old Monopoly sets, plus yo-yos. Bob Lundy, 
“Yo Cictr,” 2601 E. Victoria #155, Compton, 
CA 90020; call 310/632-1123. 

WANTED: “Return of the Yo-Yo” com- 
memorative yo-yos from Hilltop, Woodland 
and Lakeforest malis. Contact Rick Pegg, Rt. 
4, Box 8-O, Lexington Park, MD 20653, 
301/862-2218. 

WANTED: Old and collectible yo-yos. Any 
manufacturer, model or condition. Will buy or 
trade, singles or entire collections. Rick Pegg, 
Rt. 4, Box 8-O, Lexington Park, MD 20653, 
301/862-2218. 

YO-YO LICENSE. Wallet-size. Red on yellow 
card in laminated plastic. Send $1.00 and 
self-addressed-stamped envelope to Ted 
Eckel, 203 Mt. Holly Ave. #3, Louisville, KY 
40206. 

JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirler, Goody Jewel, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call collect 818/887- 
9689. 

LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 

MINT CONDITION Parker National and 
Olympic Yo-Yos, gold or silver, with logos. $8 
each plus $2 postage and handling or 12 for 
$80 plus $6 P&H. Also, Parker Strings (2 toa 
pack), $1 per packet. While supplies last: 
Satellite Yo-Yos with logo, $8 each postpaid 
or $55/dozen +$6 P&H. Genuine Japanese 
yo-yo strings, $2 per packet. (U.S. dollars.) 
Mark Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M4J 1K8. 


YO HISTORY 


Send in Your Personal 
Yo-Yo History 


In our September-October 1990 issue, we asked 
the question, “Are You a World Champion?” We 
invited former “world champs” and other yo-yo 
champs from the past to send us information about 
their victories of many years ago. 

We are attempting to compile as complete a his- 
tory of the sport of yoing as we possibly can. 

A few have begun to trickle in. We invite you to 
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submit information about your own yo-yo vic- 
tories of old. Be sure to include copies of 
newspaper clips, award certificates, and other in- 
formation that substantiate your claim. We par- 
ticularly want to know the who, what, when, 
where, why and how of yourvictory. Second- and 
third-place winners are also invited to send infor- 
mation, as are those who simply participated in the 
contest. Send us as much information as you can 
recall about who won the contest, where it was 
held, etc. We’ll publish as much information in 
“YYT” as we can. 

Even if you weren’t a champ, we’ re always in- 
terested in your own reminiscences of what it was 
like to be a yo-yo kid back in the early days of yo. 
We especially want to hear from former yo-yo 
professionals who toured for Duncan and other 
yo-yo companies. 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER! We'll probably want to talk toyouand 
get some additional details. 


Detroit Champion, 1955-56 


Although I was never a world champion, I did 
achieve the status of a city champion with Duncan 
Yo-Yos in the Detroit area back in 1955 and 1956. 

During 1955, the Duncan Yo-Yo company only 
held regional contests in the Detroit area. Each 
region had a final contest. The grand prize was a 
three-speed English racer bicycle. 

1 lived in what is called the down-river Detroit 
area and competed in Allen Park, Lincoln Park, 
Wyandotte, Ecorse, Melvindale and other cities. 
That year the final contest was held at the Kresge 
store on Fort Street in Lincoln Park. I was the win- 
ner and proud owner of the bicycle. 

The next year the final area contest was held at 
the Woolworth store, also on Fort Street in Lin- 
coln Park. Iwon that contest also and was awarded 
a pair of Chicago roller skates and a white Dun- 
can sweater The runner up in that contest was Joe 
Menzies. We both lived in Allen Park at the time. 

The Duncan representatives in Detroit at that 
time were Bamey Akers, Bill Boyd and Wayne 
Lundberg. There were others too, but I don’t 
remember their names. The one that I worked 
most closely with was Bill Boyd, 

During the 1956 season I became a Junior In- 
structor and worked closely with Bill Boyd help- 
ing him conduct yo-yo contests and promote 
yo-yos in general. I also remember that during that 
year the contests were co-sponsored by Duncan 
and Bonomos Turkish Taffy. 

In addition to the Junior Instructor patch, I also 
had many other patches for winning contests and 
for trick awards, including the “22 Trick” award. 
I am sorty to say that my younger brother lost all 
my patches and yo-yos. As a result I have nothing 
to substantiate my claim, but I can assure you that 
it is true. 

I am really happy to see the resurgence of the 
yo-yo. One of the most important benefits is the 
fact that there are finally some really good yo-y os 
available again. Over the years I have tried tocon- 
tinue toyo-yo by doing demonstrations at schools 
in my area, but I was often handicapped because 
of a lack of yo-yos oryo-yo strings. 

I can remember one time having to do a show 
when I only had one string left. I was afraid to 
practice for fear of breaking the string before the 
show. 

I now have many strings and many yo-yos. I’m 
also happy to say that I also have many more re- 
quests for shows. 

Last August, when the Return of the Yo-Yo Ex- 
hibit visited the Woodland Mall in Grand Rapids, 
I had the opportunity to visit a couple of times. 


I had the opportunity to visit a couple of times. 
During one visit I conducted demonstrations for 
some very appreciative shoppers. I also entered 
the contests and took first place in one of them. 
Keep up the good work with the newsletter I 
really get a kick out of reading it. 
Gerald Svendor, “Yo-Pro” 
Ludington, Mich. 


CULTURE 
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Don’t let anyone tell you that yo-yoers are not 
cultured. To prove it, we hereby publish various 
bits we have picked up from a variety of places 
that will broaden your cultural horizons. No extra 


charge. 


”Requiem for 
the Trapeze Man” 


by Ted Eckel, Louisville, KY 
I throw my yo-yo 
into the air, 
watch it spin, 
what grace, 
what flair 
And now Ido 
Man on the trapeze, 
who falls to the ground 
as I suddenly sneeze. 


De 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription 
payment as follows: 

(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next 
issue, 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 


[ ] lyear of Yo-Yo Times $12.00 
[ ] 2 years of Yo-Yo Times $18.00 
[ ] 3years (SAVE$12.00) $24.00 
[ ] New subscription[ ] Renewal 


(Intemational subscribers add $6 per year for 
postage & handling) (4-6) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP. 


PHONE 


Mail this coupon today to: 


Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519 - ND 
Herndon, VA 22070 
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COMMENTARY | 


Prospering in 
a Yo-Yo Economy 


by El Tortuga de Kaas, Tucson, AZ 


Is another yo-yo fad just around the comer? 
Maybe things would be better for all of us if it 
weren’t. Here’s why: 

Put anything on too high a pedestal and it’s 
bound to be knocked off. You can be King, but 
there’s always a usurper waiting to take over. Ex- 
amples abound: video games, Michael Jackson 
(remember him?), Hulk Hogan, roller skates, bell 
bottoms, florescent clothes, break dancing, ninjas, 
Rambo, Voltron, elevator shoes, Atari 2600, just 
to name a few. 

All these were at one time or another at the pin- 
nacle of popularity as a result of the waves and 
waves of commercialism that put them there. 

Lots of people made quick profits on the 
skyrocketing demand curve. But, soon, everyone 
and his armadillo had one, killing off the target 
market. Companies stopped producing or went 
bankrupt with an overstock for a craze that left, 
only to be replaced by even more powerful, in- 
novative advertising campaigns for the next fad. 

And so another fad was buried in the graveyard 
of commercial giants. 

In the Seventies, Billie Jean King played Bobby 
Riggs in the great battle of the sexes and sudden- 
ly tennis was a huge fad. Everybody and his sister 
were wacking tennis balls around overcrowded 
courts. Everywhere you looked you saw people 
decked out in tennis clothing —on the court and 
off. Tennis stores, tennis clubs and indoor tennis 
arenas proliferated. Tennis even made the cover 
of Time magazine. Then just as quickly, the fad 
was over. But tennis did not disappear. Go out to 
any tennis court any weekend and you'll still see 
lots of people playing tennis. Tennis is a standard 
that survived the fad. 

With all the new yo-yo sources springing up 
screaming, “A revival! Let’s put a commercial on 
every major station! Call the distributors! I want 
full production! Now!”, the yo-yo could very well 
end up on the same shelf as those $50 Atari 
cartridges you can now buy three fora buck at any 
used bookstore. 

Instead of the high-geared commercialism cam- 
paign, keep the promotions on a smaller scale. 
Offer the yo-yo to the public as an item of class 
and fashion, instead of a trendy faddish toy that 
will disappear within two months like a number 
one single on the pop chart. 

Have a guy on the coverof GQ wearing an $800 
Amnani suit with a Pro-Yo on his hip. Show those 
old pictures of the “Little Rascals” with yo-yos for 
a more classic presentation. Get a celebrity endor- 
sement from Sean Connery at an awards banquet. 
The possibilities are endless--and the yo-yo “fad” 
will be endless, too. 

Make the yo-yo a standard like tennis, penny 
loafers, filet mignon and limousines. 

Otherwise those advertisers who don’t remem- 
ber history are doomed to repeat it. 


Why Don’t More Girls Yo? 


A simple fact of nature appears to be this: Yo- 
yoing--a sport in which sex should play no role 
whatsoever because it involves skills other than 
physical strength — nonetheless appears to appeal 
ptimarily to members of the male sex (of whatever 


age). 


New "Pocket Rocket" 


Traditional Design, One-Piece 
Wooden Yo-Yo, Available in 7 Colors 


Red, ba Green, Black, Blue, Pink, White 
Gold ‘Stamped Logo 


$5.50 indudes S & Hand yo-yo garage 

American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
28 Worcester Dr., Wayne, NJ 07470 
201-694-7773 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
Solid Piece of Beechwood 
Official Signature Mode! 
Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
Plastic Carrying Case 
Made in Sweden 
Single Yo-Yo - $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
48 Yo-Yos - $72.00 Pius Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 


Box 349 
Wallace, idaho 63873 1 -800-535-3364 


THE SB-2 BALL BEARING YO-YO 


“TOM KUHN GET OUT OF TOWN! No yo-yo can do 50 
Around the World's, and sleep for a full minute!” The SB-2 Ball 
Bearing Yo-Yo can, - and then some! Alter 3 years of research and 
development, we're delighted and proud to offer the most exciting yo- 
yo in our 14 year history. The SB-2 will become your companion for fun 
as it invites you to excel in the yo-yo an. YO for it! And as always, your 


satisfaction is our greatest concem. (PS. I'm saying in town!) 


heer! 7Gpr_-kichn DeyYo° 
SB-2 + Flight Manual & Accessories D 
Tom Kuhn Yo-Yos, Ltd. $75.00 


2383 California Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 Leas 


Order Toll Free (800) U.S.-YOYOS thats (800) 879-6967 


Why is this? Why aren’ t more yo-yoers girls and 
women—especially since yo-yoing involves 
mastery of certain qualities that the fair sex is 
commonly believed to excel in, qualities such as 
patience, dexterity, persistence, precision and 
gentleness? 

We asked these questions of Helane Zeiger, the 
author of The World on a String (Contemporary 
Books Inc., 1979), an excellent book that was 
republished a couple years ago by Tom Kuhn. 
Helane’s current career is that of writer, but in 
years gone by she spent some time as a Duncan 
demonstrator as well as an English teacher. 

“Back when I got my training, when yo-yos 
were at the height of fashion,” she said, “girls 
weren't liberated to the extent they are now. Most 
of my female friends were at home practicing the 
piano while I was out chasing the yo-yo man. 

“Now we find more female players because of 
today’s liberated attitudes. Today, girls are en- 
couraged to be as athletic as boys,” she said. But, 
alas, she added, even today not as many girls as 
boys are interested in yo-yoing. 

“I was a tomboy. That was the term for an ath- 
letic girl. I was avant garde — ahead of my time! I 
played lots of sports. Still do. When Iwas 10 years 
old, I could play stick ball with the best of them. 
Stoop ball, punch ball —all the New York City 
street games. 

“T always thought it would be fun to be a yo-yo 
demonstrator, but my parents had other dreams for 
me: school, college and eventually an English 
teacher So I put my yo-yo away for about 25 
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fully snatched it from him and started doing all the 
tricks. I caught the kids off guard. I broke charac- 
ter and went into my yo-yo routine, and the kids 
liked it. I started a yo-yo club after that. This was 
the early 1960s.” Latershe became a demonstrator 
for Duncan. 

One of the great moments in her career as a 
demonstrator came when she was running a con- 
test. “The kid who won knew more tricks than 
anyone else. So I asked him where he leamed all 
the tricks. He said he’d read this book —my book! 
That was the first time someone proved to me that 
the book worked.” 


Achieving the State of Yo 


by Scott Musgrave 
”The Yo-Yo Illusionist” 


Durham, N.C. 


How you achieve the alerted state of yo is hard 
to describe. Just think how would it feel to be 
Tammy Bakker. Or Leona Helmsley. Or Saddam 
Hussein. Or John Sununu. Then you will know 
you’ ve been there. 

I’ve neverseen this tip mentioned anywhere, but 
during my yo-yo workouts, if I change the string 
from my first knuckle to the base of my finger or 
even put it near the finger tip (just under the nail), 
Ican feel different results. You might find this pro- 
cedure helpful. 

Also, during different looping tricks, I try loop- 
ing with my fingers extended, thumb up, or fingers 
semi-closed. Sometimes I use a snap wrist (hard 
throw), or keep a light wrist (placid throw). Also, 
Pll sometimes angle my wrist to the left or right, 
keeping my forearm straight. 

As you can See, I get into a thinking state of yo 
when I have my yo-yo workouts. 


“101 Uses for 
a Dead Yo-Yo String”... 


..iS the title of an article we are still working on. 
In our January-February 1989 issue, we invited 
readers to send in theirideas. What doyou dowith 
your old yo-yo strings? 

James LaBarbe, “Surfer Yo,” sent a bunch to get 
us started. Here’s his list: 

1. Make string balls and use them to decorate 
your Christmas tree. 

2. Stack different sizes of string balls and make 
a snowman. 

3. Tie balloons to things in your house with 
them, for parties, 

4. Replace a broken shoe lace. 

5S. Pull a loose tooth. 

6. Use as a key chain. 

7. Tie stuff to your friends’ carwhen they’ re get- 
ting married. 

8. Tie a turkey for cooking. 

9. Tie them all together and make a cup phone 
or tin-can phone. 

10. Tie them together and go fly a kite. 

11. Tie a pen to a pad of paper next to your 
phone. 

12. Make a mobile. 

Can you add any more? No prizes. Just fame, 
fortune and a way to get rid of yourbroken strings. 


Vote Now for the “Yo-Yo of the Year” 


For the fourth year, “Yo-Yo Times” is trying 
to determine who will win the coveted title, 
“Yo-Yo of the Year.” 

This year we have to admit that we had a lit- 
tle more difficulty than usual coming up with 
candidates. Maybe things are getting better, or 
maybe jokes about Donald Trump and his ilk 
just aren’t so funny anymore. 

Nonetheless, we did come up witha few can- 
didates. We invite readers to vote for their 
favorites. Select someone from our list, or 
nominate your own. 

The winner of the contest will receive a free 
copy of the edition of “Yo-Yo Times” that an- 
nounces his or her victory. 

Here is a partial list of the candidates: 

@ Tai Collins, who claims she played paddy 
cake with Senator Charles S. Robb (D-VA), 
then blabbed her story everywhere to promote 
some revealing photos of herself in “Playboy.” 
Who cares? 

@ Anyone who'd buy an issue of “Playboy” 
to see a photo spread of someone in the news 
minus her clothing. 

@ Geraldo Rivera, who reported in his 
autobiography, “Exposing Myself,” intimate 
details about his hot doings with famous ladies 
which, even if true, are totally uninteresting. 

@ Anyone who'd buy an autobiography en- 
titled “Exposing Myself.” 

e@ Saddam Hussein, who won the title last 
year, and who almost lost his place in this 
year’s running, pulled it out at the last minute 
in mid-September by announcing to his people 
that he won the Gulf War. 
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FIRST CLASS 


e John Sununu, who rides around in a 
limousine that’s big enough to practice yo- 
yoing inside of but who, so far as we know, 
never has. But that’s apparently about all he 
HASN'T done in his limousine. 

e William F Buckley and seven other dis- 
gruntled members of Yale’s exclusive all-male 
secret society Skull and Bones, who obtained 
a court order temporarily barring women from 
joining the 159-year-old group for unstated 
reasons but believed to include concems that 
certain club rituals would have to be 
eliminated, such as diving naked intoa pile of 
mud. So bathing suits are so bad? 

e@ Wanda Ann Webb Holloway, “The Pom- 
pom Mom,” whowas convicted in September 
in a Texas courtroom for attempting to get a 
woman murdered--and this is utterly unbeliev- 
able but apparently true--because that 
woman’s daughter was her own daughter's 
chief rival for a spot on the high school cheer- 
leading squad. Holloway figured that the mur- 
der would distress the victim’s daughter so 
much that she’ d be unable to compete success- 
fully for the squad. Fortunately, the police in- 
tervened in time before any serious action 
occurred, 

@ The movie producers who are vying to be 
the first to produce a made-for-TV flick about 
the case of “The Pompom Mom.” 

Send your votes and/or nominations (includ- 
ing your reasons; we’ll publish the best ones) 
to “Yo-Yo of the Year,” Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Bax 
1519, Herndon, VA 22070. Deadline for 
entries is Dec, 31. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription expired? Is 
it about to expire? Check the date on the top line of your 
mailing label below. If it is “12/91” or earlier, this is your 
LAST ISSUE! You will receive only one more renewal 


notice. If you have not yet renewed, do so today. Please write 
your "account number” (it’s in the upper left-hand comer of 
the mailing label) andthe word" RENEWAL" onyour check. 
See coupon on p. 7 of this issue. ACT TODAY! Don’t miss 
a single issue! 
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